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A Scoping Review of Teaching and Learning of English as an Additional Language among
Autistic Individuals

Muharikah, Afifah; Li, Minglin; Roberts, Jacqueline
Malaysian Journal of Learning and Instruction, v19 n2 p1-35 Jul 2022

Purpose: The purpose of this scoping review was to examine research studies relating to autistic students in learning English as an
Additional Language (EAL) to outline potential research agendas and to inform EAL educators of current related issues. Methodology:
PRISMA-ScR protocol outlined by Tricco et al. (2018) was followed when selecting the relevant studies published before July 2020
from six prominent databases: Education database, ERIC; Linguistics database, PsycINFO; SAGE, and Scopus. In addition, a hand
search of Google Scholars was conducted. Inclusion and exclusion criteria were applied to screen the identified data. Findings: From
the evidence provided in the eighteen studies identified, the researcher found that current autism research in EAL focused more on
teaching strategies and much less on autistic individuals' EAL learning processes. The 118 autistic participants in the identified studies
displayed highly diverse characteristics, which may explain why the case study was the dominant research approach. They were
reported by the identified studies to have strong microlinguistic skills (phonology, morphology, syntax-related) but were weak in macro-
linguistic skills (e.g., reading comprehension). The researcher noted that some learning behaviours of autistic students have been
reported in addition to some teaching strategies perceived effective for teaching autistic EAL learners such as utilisation of technology
and a visual approach. Significance: While there is an increasing number of autistic individuals learning EAL, research on autistic
students learning EAL and on teaching autistic students EAL has been limited to date. This present study is the first scoping review to
investigate existing relevant studies. Despite calling for further investigation into the teaching and learning of autistic students in EAL
that involve the perspectives of parents of non-autistic peers, and of the autistic students themselves, interactive patterns of teaching
and learning of autistic individuals in EAL classrooms remains an area for further research in the future.
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Skills, Instructional Effectiveness, Student Characteristics
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What my reviewers said:

« | used a methodology that is not commonly
used in one field (transferrable methods)

* The structure of the report is adjusted to
the structure of the journal with a detail
explanation in the appendix, make it more
transferrable to be understood and copied.
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Emeritus Professor Jacqui Roberts

Emeritus Professor Jacqui Roberts PhD was appointed inaugral chair of Autism in the Autism Centre of Excellence (ACE) at
Griffith University in 2011. Jacqui’s background in autism stretches back over 30 years. She has worked in Aspect schools for
children with autism as a teacher, speech pathologist, principal and Director of Services. Prior to her appointment at Griffith,
Jacqui worked as a consultant and held several short-term fractional research appointments at different universities teaching

autism studies and leading/managing research projects and professional development.

Professor Roberts is a director of the Australian Advisory Board on Autism Spectrum Disorders providing input to the board on
a national autism research agenda, and received the Asia Pacific Autism Conference (APAC) award for outstanding service to
the autism community. In her current position as the director of the Autism Centre of Excellence (ACE) Jacqui is responsible for
developing the research agenda focusing on research that will enhance outcomes for individuals with autism. The ACE also
offers an extensive multidisciplinary postgraduate study program in Autism comprising a graduate certificate, masters and

doctoral program in autism studies and engages in consultancy with industry and government.

In 2018 second edition of Understanding Autism, The Essential Guide for Parents was published. Jacqui co-authored the book

with Professor Katrina Williams. Jacqui is currently editing the upcoming Autism and Education Handbook to be published by

BIO

Dr Minglin Li is a Senior Lecturer in TESOL / Educational Linguistics in the School of Humanities, Languages and Social
Science at Griffith University, Australia. Minglin has worked as a TESOL teacher trainer and educator since 1987. Her earlier
research was in the area of strategies and skills EFL (English as a Foreign Language) teachers could utilize in their
classrooms to maximize students' learning. With her Educational Linguistic specialty gained through her PhD research and
encouraged by the publication of an EFL learners' dictionary, she has now keen interest in the field of Educational
Linguistics, researching language education policy and planning in China, TESOL pedagogy, TESOL teacher education,
TESOL curriculum study, and studies on learners' dictionary. She is also interested in Higher Degree Research (HDR) with a
particular focus on the HDR program for international students studying at universities in English-speaking countries,
exploring HDR curriculum and trans-cultural and trans-language practice in HDR education.

She has taught English language and linguistics, second language acquisition, and is currently teaching second language
teaching theories and approaches, second language curriculum design, and research methodology in TESOL. Minglin has
been supervising PhD and Research Master students in her research areas since she joined Griffith University in 2010.
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« Rejected ONCE by a journal in the language
and TESOL field, whose editor was
concerned with the scope of the targeted
audience

« Submitted to an education journal and
picked one that was concerned with the
topic (by choosing one journal that
published one of the identified articles in
my scoping review)
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« No cost for data collection unless for
database access that was freely provided
by my campus

| chose an open-access Q1 journal with
APC $300, paid after acceptance.

| used a free proofreading service

| paid $120 for a professional proofreader
that | used prior the submission of revision
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WHAT WILL 1 DO TO PUBLISH
IN ANOTHER SCOPUS
JOURNAL WITH LOW

BUDGET?

« Using open-access secondary data for research.

« Conducting literature review with a systematic
method that involves open-access journals only.

« Looking into Scopus-indexed journals issued by
universities/colleges, NOT publishers.

« Asking my colleagues whose English is good to
read my scripts (better than one person).

« Using local service for professional proofreader
(licensed translator who also have editing service)

« Sending your first draft to a professor that you
think might be willing to review it. Consider the
person to be the co-author.
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